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President’s Message 
President – Jeff Kutz, EIT 

 

As the world continues to adapt and change to 

the realities of a long-term fight with the effects 

of the pandemic we at the LVPSPE are also trying 

to adapt and find our way. The good thing is, we 

are engineers, and we always persevere! So, with 

that in mind, we have been looking forward to 

this coming year of activities with hope and 

creativity that we can pick up where we left off in 

what seems like so long ago with having some 

get-togethers to support the Lehigh Valley 

Chapter of Pennsylvania Society of Professional 

Engineers. Our expectation is to push forward in 

a safe and responsible manner and to be 

reaching out to you this year with some 

interesting events and the potential for re-

instating our banquets. We encourage all our 

members to be active but also encourage you to 

stay safe and use your own best judgement and 

preference for what you would like to attend. 

 

As our group continue to continue to adapt to the 

virtual world, with holding many meetings vir-

tually, our intent is to keep the chapter informed 

to many of the functions we are still engaged in. 

For this purpose, we have been focusing on our 

social media platform through LinkedIn to share 

updates about recent events, interesting com-

mentary and upcoming chapter sponsored 

activities. I encourage our members to follow us 

on LinkedIn in addition to being on the mailing 

list.  

 

Our Chapter has the honor to nominate the 

annual Engineer of the Year and Young Engineer 

of the Year, presented by the Lehigh Valley  
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Engineering Council at the LVEC banquet in 

February. If you know someone who deserves 

this honor, please have them submit an appli-

cation. The Nomination Form is on our found on 

our Website at www.lvpspe.org/page-1505987.  

 

Throughout the pandemic, engineers have been 

required possibly now more than ever to keep 

industries and our lives running, often sitting in 

the background with little notice or recognition. 

With that being said, it is a pleasure to recognize 

an individual in our organization whose merits 

have been recognized by other organizations in 

the community. 

 

Our long-standing Secretary Chris Williams PE, 

LEED AP of Barry Isett & Associates Inc. has 

demonstrated he has more talents than merely 

taking notes at Chapter meetings. Lehigh Valley 

Business has included Chris in its 2021 Forty 

Under 40 Awards. The award is to “Recognize 

Lehigh Valley’s leaders who are under 40-years 

old based on their professional accomplishments, 

community service and commitment to inspiring 

change”.  

 

"The 2021 Forty Under 40 honorees are an 

accomplished group of leaders who share a 

commitment to business growth, professional 

excellence and to the Greater Lehigh Valley 

community," said Suzanne Fischer-Huettner, 

senior group publisher of Lehigh Valley Business. 

"They are making headlines in their fields and 

beyond, and Lehigh Valley Business is pleased to 

celebrate their accomplishments." 

  

"This year's Forty Under 40 are a dynamic group 

of leaders who are dedicated to their professions 

and to community service. They are committed 

to inspiring change and to making the Greater 

Lehigh Valley area a great place to live and work. 

We are pleased to recognize these young leaders 

and look forward to their future accomplish-

ments." 

 

Chris was nominated by Barry Isett & Associates 

Inc.  

 

Thank you. Stay safe and stay active. 

 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Diplomacy is the art of telling people to go to hell 

in such a way that they ask for directions. 

-Winston Churchill 

A Weekend in the Desert 
Alfred Gruenke, PE 

 

Egypt was my first foreign assignment. To say 

that I suffered from cultural shock is an under-

statement, but I learned to adapt. 
 

I arrived in Egypt in February 1982, and re-

mained on assignment until June 1984, a period 

of almost two and a half years building and star-

ting up a cement plant. I was not there contin-

uously; every three months or so I came home 

for two weeks of R&R. Also, my wife and two-

year old daughter visited for six weeks.  
 

I will not go into problems with the assignment 

other than to say that problems lay with almost 

everything associated with the project, from en-

gineering to startup. It was a USAID project, a 

gift from the United States and part of the peace 

settlement between Israel and Egypt. Israel 

received an air base in the Negev Desert, Egypt 

received a cement plant. We all felt that Israel 

got the better part of the deal. 
 

The first year we lived in a guest house Helio-

polis, (Masra Gedida, New Egypt in Arabic) a 

suburb of Cairo. The site was in the Eastern 

Desert 60 km south of Suez. We rode the ninety 

miles to the site daily. Thereafter we lived on 

site, under so-so conditions in housing we 

lovingly referred to as “Siberia”.  
 

 
The loneliness of the desert. The cement plant is in 

the background. Yes, it gets cold in the winter. 
 

The first year on-site had issues but the last few 

months were not so bad. Every other weekend 

we went to the Sonesta hotel in Nasser City near 

Cairo to talk to home. A phone call home costs  
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$5.00 a minute, but if the call originated in the  

States it was only $1.00 a minute. So, we set up 

schedules and had our wives call us. Besides the 

call home it was always a pleasure to eat at a 

nice restaurant instead of the on-site cafeteria.  

 

On alternate weekends we went “fosseling”, 

looking for fossils in the desert. This part of the 

Eastern Desert had been under the sea sometime 

in the distant past so it had lots of fossils 

imbedded in the limestone. The mountains and 

the area close to the plant were almost 100% 

rather soft limestone, good for cement plants and 

digging for fossils.  

 

Fossils could often be found just lying on the 

ground. This section of the Sahara was covered 

mostly with rocks, with the sand blown into 

depressions. It had once been a military 

reservation where the Egyptian army practiced 

their craft. Exploding ordnance put small holes in 

the ground exposing all kinds of stuff, from snails 

to petrified wood.  

 

 
No, not a critter from then Red Sea, but a 

shell fired by a tank.  
 

But it was more fun to search for them in the 

wadis in the area. Wadis are dry streambeds, 

anywhere from a few feet to a dozen feet high 

and a few yards to up to a hundred yards across. 

It doesn’t rain much in the desert but when it 

does the wadis fill with torrents of water, eroding 

the banks, exposing all sort of things. According 

to various sources more people drown in a desert 

than die of thirst. I can believe that. I’ve seen a 

half inch of rain cause flash floods, wiping out 

roads and anything else in the way. 

 

 
Pieces of petrified wood lying on the ground 

 

 
A snail shell lying on the ground. 

 

 
Our transport. 

 

The steed for our escapades was an orange 

Chevy pickup, with front wheels that could be 

engaged if necessary. One of our colleagues 

cautioned us about four-wheel drives. Never go  
 

Continued on page 13 
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SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS 

 

A great way to be involved in the LVPSPE Chapter 

is to contribute to the LVPSPE SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND. Please Contact the Valley Engineer Editor 

to sponsor scholarships for the remainder of the 

calendar year.  

 

If you would like to contribute any amount –

please send your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE donation to 

PA ENGINEERING FUND. Donations should be 

mailed to:  

 

LVPSPE 

PO Box 195 

Northampton, PA 18067 

 

Please note “LVPSPE Scholarship Fund” on the 

comment line.  

 

Or, you may also contribute via the LVPSPE 

website http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations. 

 

Scholarship application is at 

http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships. Any 

questions regarding scholarships can be directed 

to  

Alex Dezubay, PE 

610-597-2007 

Scholarship@LVPSPE.org 

  

PSPE SCHOLARSHIPS  

The Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation 

currently administers the following scholarships 

for engineering students: 

 

Undergraduate 

• $1,000 PEF Grant: (two awards) 

 

Upperclassman 

• $2,000 Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation 

Grant 

 

Applications and guidelines are on-line now at 

http://www.pspe.org/scholarships  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 – 2021 LVPSPE 

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS 
 

Graduate 
American Society of Civil Engineers 

 Lehigh Valley ASCE, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. 
 Coopersburg, PA 
Victaulic Company 
 Easton, PA 
 

Senior 
FLSmidth, Inc. 
 Bethlehem, PA 

 

Junior 
Barry Isett & Associates 
 Allentown, Phoenixville, Hazleton, Wilkes-Barre, 

Mechanicsburg, Wyomissing, Stroudsburg, 
Furlong, PA 

Mary Rooney/EnviroAce 
 Allentown, PA 

The Pidcock Company 
 Allentown, PA 
Alfred Gruenke, PE 

Wescosville, PA 
H.T. Lyons 
 Allentown, PA 

 

Sophomore 
Dreyer Consulting 

 Allentown, PA 
Jeffrey Johnson, P.E., FLSmidth Inc 
 Allentown, PA 

Morgan Stanley 
 Allentown, PA 
Hanover Engineering Associates 
 Bethlehem, PA  
 

Freshmen 
Deilen Development 
Kohn Engineering 
 Macungie, PA 
Dezubay Engineering Services 
Colliers Engineering & Design 
 Allentown, PA 

 

Contributors 
Mike Basta, PE 
William Erdman, PE 
Keystone Consulting Engineers 

Bethlehem, Wescosville, Kresgeville, PA 

Ray Szcuzucki PE 
 

 

 

 

http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations
http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships
mailto:Scholarship@LVPSPE.org
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships
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Internet Addresses 
 

National Society of Professional Engineers 

www.NSPE.org   

 

Pennsylvania Society of Professional 

Engineers 

www.PSPE.org   

 

Lehigh Valley Chapter – PSPE 

www.LVPSPE.org  

 

2019 – 2020 State Officers 
 

State officers 

State Director – Mike Basta, PE 

Directors@LVPSPE.org  

 

Alt State Director – Angelika Forndran, PE 

Directors@LVPSPE.org  

 

VP Northeast:  

Marleen Troy, PE, PhD  570-408-4615 

 

Board of Direction Meetings 
The monthly Board of Direction meetings are 

6:00 PM on the second (2nd) Monday of each 

month.  Open to all members; they are held 

via Zoom meetings in 2021 until further notice. 

  
 

 

2021 – 2022 Chapter Officers  
 

Chapter Officers 

President – Jeff Kutz, EIT 

President@LVPSPE.org 215-325-1303 

 

Vice President – Alexa Rooney, EIT 

VicePresident@LVPSPE.org 610-774-6011 

 

Treasurer – Ray Szczucki, PE 

Treasurer@LVPSE.org 610-614-1245 

 

Secretary – Chris Williams, PE, LEED AP 

Secretary@LVPSEP.org 610-398-0904 

 

Past President – Al Dezubay, PE 

PastPresident@LVPSPE.org 610-597-2007 

 

 

 

Chapter Directors 

Director – Mary Rooney, PE 

Directors@LVPSPE.org  

 

Director – Frank Walsh, PE 

Directors@LVPSPE.org 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Mutual 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.pspe.org/
http://www.lvpspe.org/
mailto:Directors@LVPSPE.org
mailto:Directors@LVPSPE.org
mailto:President@LVPSPE.org
mailto:VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
mailto:Treasurer@LVPSE.org
mailto:Secretary@LVPSEP.org
mailto:PastPresident@LVPSPE.org
mailto:Directors@LVPSPE.org
mailto:Directors@LVPSPE.org
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REXR 

 
 

off-roading with four-wheel drive. If you 

get stuck, you’re stuck. Instead, go with 

only two-wheel drive. If you get stuck, 

engage the front wheels and drive out. We 

followed this advice, and never had a 

problem.  

 

The most amazing thing! Drive into the 

desert for a few miles with no vegetation 

except a few scrubby bushes, yet we were 

surrounded by flies. Where did they come 

from? What did they eat when there were 

no people around? They couldn’t have 

come with us, we were driving too fast, 

yet here they were! The only conclusion 

we came up with is that the rocks were 

edible to flies.  

 
Overlooking a wadi. 

 

 
Digging for fossils. Note bottle of “desert 

survival fluid.” 
 

 
Close up of a snail shell imbedded in the 

limestone on a wadi wall. 
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Not sure what this is. Probably a snail, but we 
conjectured that it was petrified whale poop. 

 

 
Egyptian chakoosh 

 

A hammer welders use to remove slag 

from a weld made excellent chipping 

hammers to dig out the fossils. We also 

used an Egyptian “chakoosh”, a hammer 

fabricated from 1¼” rebar welded to a 1” 

conduit handle. Worked well. 
 

None of us were knowledgeable enough to 

identify what we found. They looked like 

snails, so I guess that’s what they were, 

but we never went beyond this trying to 

identify them.  

 

I brought a bunch home, then proceeded 

to give them to my grandchildren to take 

to science class in school. They were 

always a hit! Actual fossils!  

 

 
 

Upper left and right: Petrified wood. Lower left: 
looks like imprint of seaweed. Lower right: No 

idea. Looks like a round stone ball inside a 
round hole in stone.  

 

Our time in Egypt wasn’t always stressful 

or exasperating. Sometimes it was 

exciting, and sometimes fun.   

----------------------------------------------- 

REXROTH
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Minutes for the September 13, 2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

6:06 pm Meeting 

 

Attendees: In person – Jeff Kutz, Ray Szczucki, Frank Walsh. Online – Al Gruenke, Mary 

Rooney, Chris Williams, Al Dezubay, Angelika Forndran and Mike Basta.  

 

Call to Order:  Al Dezubay called the meeting to order at 6:08 PM 

 

Discussion: 

• PSPE Conference is virtual this year. September 14th, 15th, 20th and 21st. A lot of 

webinar PDHs available. On PSPE website you can register for individual events, 

whole days, entire conference, etc. Jeff will post on LinkedIn. 

• LVASCE golf outing on October 1st  

• Jeff mentioned the need to keep our eye on the COVID landscape and whether tours 

and the winter banquet will make sense. 

• Al Gruenke mentioned Haines Mill as a possible tour location. Al will reach out to see 

if they can accommodate a tour group. 

• Al Gruenke will continue putting the newsletter together this year. His efforts are 

much appreciated by all! 

• MATHCOUNTS – No update on in person vs. virtual 

• Fundraising – Frank usually starts in late October. Will share master list of 

businesses we solicited in the past. Encouraged all to reach out to any contacts they 

have. Frank will prepare a solicitation email/letter in October. 

• Frank mentioned P.O. Box is about to expire. After discussion, he will renew. 

• Al mentioned reaching back out to prior scholarship winners. Could be nice to post 

an update on where they are now. 

• Treasurer – Ray Szczucki: 

o As of August 31st 

▪ Checking $1,196.92 

▪ Savings $13,766.15 

o Paid invoices for caterer, Gebhardts (awards), supplies 

o Checks for scholarships have been cashed 

o Check for $1,350 was deposited late, will count towards this year 

o Received dues payment from PSPE, $772.50 

o Dues disbursement was filed 

• State Director – Angelika Forndran 

o BOD Sept 25th, holding in-person in Harrisburg and remote  

o Bylaw changes to be voted on. Some highlights: 

▪ Loosening up old language that was too restrictive, like schedules related to 

swearing officers in 

▪ Annual state conference still, but no longer tying it to a specific month 

▪ Opening things up to virtual communications 

• Jeff will work with Tracy to get website updated with last year’s EOY & YEOY 
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• Jeff mentioned updating website. Need to keep an eye on fundraising and see when 

it makes sense to make the investment. 

• Jeff will keep pushing content on LinkedIn to promote the Chapter. 

• Will continue with 2nd Monday of each month for Board meetings. In person at Bridge 

Gap and online. 

• Email addresses need to be updated. Jeff will coordinate with Tracy. 

 

Adjournment at 6:56 on a motion by Angelika, seconded by Mary, all in favor. 

 

 

Minutes for the October 11, 2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

6:00 pm Meeting 

 

Attendees: In person – Jeff Kutz, Ray Szczucki. Online – Al Gruenke, Mary Rooney, 

Chris Williams, Alexa Rooney.   

 

Call to Order:  Jeff Kutz called the meeting to order at 6:06 PM 

 

Discussion: 

• Activities 

o Jeff sent Grist Mill info to Alexa to schedule a tour. 

o Mary mentioned ASCE isn’t doing any tours through January.  

• Newsletter – Jeff will follow up with Al on newsletter article and chapter officers. 

• MATHCOUNTS – Chris provided update that Kevin had conference call on Friday. 

MATHCOUNTS is pursuing an in-person event for the state and local events. Backup 

plans will be in place. Not sure how things will come together. Kevin will begin 

reaching out to schools to host shortly. 

• Frank – No updates on fundraising, starting end of October/early November. 

• Scholarships – Jeff mentioned this will be kicking off in January. Should get started 

on EOY/YEOY applications. We need to get to the right people who would nominate 

others at organizations. Jeff or Frank will update the request letter and circulate for 

us to send out with solicitations. 

• Chris will circulate copy of Chapter bylaws. 

• Treasurer 

o P.O. Box reimbursement went to Frank 

o Wild Apricot payment sent 

o Check was reissued to scholarship recipient (typo) 

o Balances as of 9/30 

▪ Checking: $1,002.90 

▪ Savings: $11,266.25 

▪ Some funds in PayPal as well, Ray will keep it as-is 

• State Director – No report 

• Past President – No report 

• Updating website – Will revisit new site later. In the meantime, we should get bios 

updated and EOY/YEOY applications updated on our current website. 

• Social media – Jeff will pick up pace with new posts on EOY and YEOY. 

• Next meetings on 2nd Tuesday, November 8, 2021 

• Mary mentioned LVEC is still planning to hold Engineer’s Week Banquet in late 

February at Lehigh in late February 

 

Adjournment at 6:54. 

 


