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xValley Engineer Newsletter 
December 2014 – January 2015

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 January 29, Tour of Bosch Rexroth 
Corporation, Bethlehem, PA 

 February 7, 2015 MATHCOUNTS®, 
Springhouse Middle School 

 February 27, Engineer’s Week 

Banquet 
 March, Liability Insurance PDH Session 

 April 12-14, PSPE 24 PDH Boot Camp 
East, Radisson Hotel, Valley Forge, PA 

 June 7-9, PSPE 24 PDH Boot Camp 

West, Four Points Sheraton, 
Cranberry, PA 

 September 24-25, State PSPE 
Conference, Four Points Sheraton, 
Cranberry, PA 

 

 

 

President’s Message 
Kevin T. Campbell, PE, LEED AP 

 

My thanks to the thirty-some members and 
guests who participated in our Holiday Din-
ner at the Buckeye Tavern on December 11. 

It was a great get-together not only for 
those of us “regulars”, but also for the 

guests. The food was excellent, the libations 
were plentiful, and the setting was conge-
nial. The decorations, the staff, and the 

general atmosphere of the Buckeye Tavern 
during the Holiday Season contributed to the 

general good spirit of the occasion. 
 
Bryan Smith, RLA, ASLA, Chief Landscape 

Architect for Barry Isett & Associates had a 
presentation entitled “The Waterfront” which 

describes the next phase of Allentown’s 
Renaissance. Al Gruenke has an article on 

the presentation later in this Newsletter. 
 
Plans for MATHCOUNTS are progressing. 

Chris Williams has thirty volunteers, and 
could use another twenty. As a reminder it’s 

being held at Springhouse Middle School this 
year. This is one of our signature events, so 
I urge anyone so inclined to contact Chris, at 

610-398-0904. 
 

Al Gruenke has volunteered for the Mentor 
Allentown Coalition, AmeriCorps VISTA, rep-
resenting the Chapter. This is a program 

designed to introduce Middle School students 
in Allentown to Engineering. He had his first  

mentoring session at Raub Middle School on  
 
Continued on page 2 
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January 8 and Al says it was very encour-

aging. There were 17 students attending. His 
topic was, “Who Wants to be an Engineer?”, 
and laid out the steps one must take to 

become an engineer. The main theme was 
have a goal and work toward it. Naturally, Al 

was able to bring some of his overseas 
experiences into the presentation. One would 
not expect anything less from Al! An 

encouraging sign: one-third of the kids were 
girls! 

 
I encourage anyone so inclined to volunteer 
to ensure a steady supply of Engineers for 

our future. The mentoring varies, from 
strictly motivational to helping with science 

fair projects. Contact Darryl Alexander at 
darryl@davincisciencecenter.org. Navigating 
the bureaucratic maze to become certified 

for working around children can be daunting, 
but certainly doable. The Chapter will reim-

burse anyone for any expenses involved.  
 
Wishing that all of you had a good holiday 

season and a prosperous new year! 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 

The Waterfront 
 
Members and guests of the Lehigh Valley 
Chapter, Pennsylvania Society of Profession-

al Engineers were given a glimpse of the 
next phase of Allentown’s renewal at our 

annual Holiday Dinner by Bryan Smith, RLA 
ASLA, of Barry Isett & Associates. The up-
coming project, The Waterfront, is located 

along 2,800 feet of river frontage on the 
west side of the Lehigh River, approximately 

centered by the Tilghman Street Bridge. 
 
The project is a continuation of Allentown’s 

renewal, which started with the building of 
Coca-Cola Park and continued with the PPL 

Arena and other downtown buildings. The 
Waterfront coincides with the construction of 

the American Parkway Bridge over the 
Lehigh River, which will link the downtown to 
Airport Road and Route 22. 

 
Artist’s rendition of The Waterfront, looking south. 

 
The Waterfront falls within the Neighborhood 

Improvement Zone, or “NIZ”, which allows 
the development to provide valuable busi-
ness incentives. The NIZ is overseen and 

managed by the Allentown Neighborhood 
Improvement Zone Development Authority 

(ANIZDA). 
 

 
 

This portion of the NIZ encompasses 26 
acres of what previously was primarily occu-
pied by Lehigh Structural Steel. The site has 

been closed since 1992. In August 2012, a 
development group, Waterfront Redevelop-

ment Partners, a partnership between Jaindl 
Properties, LLC and Dunn Twiggar Company 
acquired 26 acres of the site. 

 
Continued on page 3 
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The primary access roads to Allentown will 

be Furnace Street to the North, and Allen 
Street to the south. The project will be 
composed of nine mixed use buildings with 

offices, retail, restaurants, residential, 
parking garages, an outdoor plaza, and an 

outdoor amphitheater. Access to the 
picturesque Lehigh River will, of course, be 
an important aspect.  

 
The industrial heritage of the site will be 

incorporated in the project, with the beam 
crane and other elements from Lehigh Struc-
tural Steel remaining.  

 
Some buildings are LEED certified, and 

attempts are being made to use as much 
recyclable material as possible. For example, 
all the old concrete will be crushed and 

reused.  
 

Unfortunately, the old Neuweiler Brewery is 
not included in this project, though there has 
been some discussion regarding this Front 

Street eyesore.  
 

We thank Bryan Smith RLA ASLA of Barry 
Isett & Associates to give us a view of 
Allentown’s future, and the future looks 

bright 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 
Growing old beats the alternative. Dying 

young only looks good in the movies. 
-Regina Brett 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

BOOKSHELF: Life and Death of 
Inanimate Objects 

By Dr. August Polinske, reviewed by 

Alfred Gruenke, PE 
 
In a departure from previous practice, we 

are taking this portion of the Newsletter and 
devoting it to the review of a scientific work 

by the renowned Professor Emeritus of 
Metaphysical Relationships at the University 

of Lower Wolhynia, Dr. August Polinske. This 

work should be required reading for anyone 
with time on their hands, either by choice or 
imposed, and has an intellectual bent. Many 

of us have had similar personal experiences, 
hence it will prove to be interesting and 

informative, especially in areas of limited 
contact with the outer world. 
 

This masterfully researched and documented 
five-volume work is the culmination of a life 

time of research by Dr. Polinske. The refer-
ences themselves cover 135 pages in six 
languages.  In it, he tries to explain a pheno-

menon noticed by all of us, but usually dis-
carded by our preprogrammed minds as 

impossible.  
 
The question Dr. Polinske tries to answer is, 

do inanimate objects have the ability to 
reproduce and do they die?  

 
Contrary to conventional thought, Dr. 
Poliske’s answer is a resounding YES!  

 
Consider this. You place a couple of pennies 

in the drawer of your desk or in an opaque 
jar and in a very short time the number of 
coins increase. So the question is, where do 

the new coins come from? Dr. Polinske 
quickly discarded the idea of division, alá 

amoebas, because the dates on the coins 
varied. Also, it was noted that one coin does 

not multiply. There must be at least two 
coins for this to occur. 
 

Dr. Polinske tried a couple of techniques to 
observe this phenomena.  Since the program 

had a rather low budget, even more so since 
the devaluation of the Wolhenian Zlapf, a 
couple of graduate students would sneak up 

to a drawer or jar, yank it open, and observe 
the proceedings. This had dismal results. 

There was an increase in the number of 
coins, but no one was caught “in the act”.  
 

Continued on page 17 
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SCHOLARSHIP 
SPONSORS 
 
A great way to be involved in the LVPSPE Chapter 

is to contribute to the LVPSPE SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND. Please Contact the Valley Engineer Editor 

to sponsor scholarships for the remainder of the 

calendar year.  

 

If you would like to contribute in any amount –

please send your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to 

PA ENGINEERING FUND. Donations should be 

mailed to:  

 

Kevin Campbell 

c/o Barry Isett & Associates 

85 South Route 100  

Allentown, PA 18106 

 

Please note “LVPSPE Scholarship Fund” on the 

comment line.  

 

Or, you may contribute via the LVPSPE website 

http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations. 

 

Scholarship application is at 

http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships. Any 

questions regarding scholarships can be directed 

to  

Alex Dezubay, PE 

610-597-2007 

Scholarship@LVPSPE.org 

  

 

PSPE SCHOLARSHIPS  

The Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation 

currently administers the following scholarships 

for engineering students: 

Undergraduate 

 $2,000 PEF Grant  

 $1,000 Harrisburg Chapter PSPE Grant 

 $1,000 Professional Engineers in Private 

Practice Grant 

Upperclassman 

 $2,000 Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation 

Grant 

 

Applications and guidelines are on-line now at 

http://www.pspe.org/scholarships  

 

2013 – 2014 LVPSPE 

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS 
 

Graduate 

FLSmidth Inc. 

 Bethlehem, PA 

Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. 

 Coopersburg, PA 

Victaulic Company 

 Easton, PA 

PPL 

 Allentown, PA 
 

Senior 

The Pidcock Company 

 Allentown, PA 

Bridge Gap Engineering 

 Northampton, PA 

Barry Isett & Associates 

 Allentown, Phoenixville, Hazleton and 

 Forty Fort, PA; Phillipsburg, NJ 

Hanover Engineering Associates 

 Bethlehem, PA 
 

Junior 

Staffeld Engineering Services 

 Center Valley, PA 

Peak Technical Staffing 

 Horsham, PA 

DME Alliance 

 Allentown, PA 

McTish, Kunkle & Associates 

 Allentown, PA 

Newton Engineering 

 Allentown, PA 

Kohn Engineering 

Macungie, PA 
 

Sophomore 

Civil & Forensic Engineering 

Bethlehem, PA 

Monarch Precast Concrete Corporation 

Allentown, PA 

R. Peruzzi, Inc. 

  Bethlehem, PA 

J.P. Mascaro & Sons 

 Audubon, PA 

Keystone Consulting Engineers 

Bethlehem, Wescosville, Kresgeville, PA 
 

Freshman 

William A. Erdman, PE 

Alfred Gruenke, PE 

http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations
http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships
mailto:Scholarship@LVPSPE.org
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships
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Internet Addresses 
 

National Society of Professional 
Engineers 

www.NSPE.org  

 
Pennsylvania Society of Professional 

Engineers 
www.PSPE.org  
 

Lehigh Valley Chapter – PSPE 
www.LVPSPE.org 

 

2013 – 2014 State Officers 
 
State Director  

Angelika Forndran, PE 
StateDirector@LVPSPE.org   

215-536-7075  
 

Alt. State Director  
Mike Basta PE 
AltStateDirector@LVPSPE.org  

610-767-1617 
 

VP Northeast:  
Vacant 
 

Board of Direction Meetings 
 
The monthly Board of Direction meetings are 
6:00 PM on the second (2nd) Monday of 

each month.  Open to all members; they are 
held at the office of Barry Isett & Associates, 

85 South Route 100, Allentown, PA. 
 
 

 

2013–2014 Chapter Officers  
 

President: 
Kevin Campbell, PE 
President@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904 
 
Vice President:  
Alfred Gruenke, PE 
VicePresident@LVPSPE.org 610-395-6561 
 
Secretary:  
Chris Williams, PE 
Secretary@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904 
 
Treasurer:  
Ray Szczucki, PE 
Treasurer@LVPSPE.org 610-614-1245 
 
Immediate Past President:    

Peter Staffeld, PhD, PE, F.NSPE 
PastPresident@LVPSPE.org      484-264-7885 
 
Chapter Directors:   
Don Kohn, PE  
Directors@LVPSPE.org  610-967-4766 
 
Nicole Gasda, PE 
Directors@LVPSPE.org   
 
Al Dezubay, PE  
Directors@LVPSPE.org          610-597-2007 
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LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER 

2014 MATHCOUNTS 

CONTRIBUTORS 
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Angelika Forndran, PE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Civil, Municipal & Planning, Structural, Surveying, 
Environmental, Transportation, Utility Line Permitting 

252 Brodhead Road, Suite 100, Bethlehem, PA 18017 
610.691.5644 · Fax 610.691.6968 

www.hanovereng.com 
 

Additional Offices located in Allentown, Poconos, 
Lancaster-Lebanon, Elizabethtown, Towanda, Wellsboro, 

and New Castle in Pennsylvania, and Canton Ohio 

http://www.hanovereng.com/
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It should be noted that Dr. Polinske traveled 

to dozens of countries around the world in 
his research. He observed that only the 
lowest value items have this prodigious  

propensity for procreation It’s almost as if 
they are saying, “I may not be worth much, 

but what I lack in value I make up with 
numbers.” Higher value items are not 
affected.  

 
Though not supported by empirical evidence, 

the keen mind of Dr. Polinske has formed 
conclusions to explain what is occurring. 
Simply put, coins, (and other low-value 

objects such as metal coat hangers and 
cheap buttons) have the ability to reproduce. 

This happens only in the dark, away from 
prying eyes. Somehow, by means of another 
yet-to-be-explained phenomena, they 

“know” when being observed.  
 

At the other end of the birth-to-death contin-
uum, Dr. Polinske noted the dark side of the 
death of inanimate objects. Cannibalism, of 

one sock, by its twin. 
 

The good doctor observed what many of us 
experience every day. The disappearance of 
socks. Socks come in pairs (twins), yet only 

one disappears. Has anyone ever found a 
sock previously “lost”? The answer is, of 

course, no. Dr. Polinske has clear evidence 
that one sock is eaten by its twin, for rea-

sons unknown.  Only twins of socks are 
eaten. A single sock, who has already con-
sumed its twin, is never consumed by its 

peers. It survives virtually forever, until its 
owner, despaired over the loss of its twin, 

tosses it out.  
 
The eating of one sock by another may occur 

suddenly, leading to one sock’s disappear-
rance, or slowly, as evidenced by holes 

appearing in a sock. Haven’t you ever won-
dered what happens to the material which 
had been in a hole, if not consumed? What 

other conclusions can one draw? 
 

Through elaborate experiments and obser-

vation, the site of this carnage has been 
identified. It is the Laundry Basket! In the 
warm, cozy atmosphere of soiled clothing, 

the primeval urges emerge. No pair of socks 
placed in a drawer ever disappears, and the 

washing machine is too “busy” for serious 
mischief. Only the laundry basket remains.  
 

It should be noted that that esteemed 
publication “The Wall Street Journal” recently 

had an article trying to explain the missing 
sock mystery, but came to the wrong 
conclusion. The Journal blamed it on the 

clothes dryer, but did not provide empirical 
or entomological evidence! Quite obviously 

this otherwise fine publication cannot escape 
the bonds of tradition. 
 

Dr. Polinske is more than a great scientist; 
he also offers solutions for the conundrum of 

missing socks, totally appropriate for the 
Holiday gift-giving season. The good doctor 
recommends giving three matching socks, or 

even four, instead of the traditional two. He 
realizes that this may not stop the cannibal-

ism but will certainly reduce the psycho-
logical trauma to the owner caused by the 
missing sock. 

 
Dr Polinske does us all a great service identi-

fying beliefs that have placed our minds in a 
straight jacket, unable or unwilling to ad-

dress issues outside our “comfort zone.” This 
monumental work of scientific achievement 
will go a long way to releasing us from these 

bonds. We thank him for these efforts. 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
Lord grant me the strength to accept the 
things I cannot change, the courage to 

change the things I can and the friends to 
post my bail when I finally snap! 

-Anonymous 
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Lehigh Valley Chapter 
Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers 

Lehigh, Northampton, Monroe and Carbon Counties 
 
 

Minutes for the January 19, 2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

6:00 pm at the Office of Barry Isett & Assoc.  85 South Route 100, Allentown, PA 

 

Attendees: Kevin Campbell, Al Gruenke, Peter Staffeld, Don Kohn, Angelika Forndran, Al Dezubay, Brian 

Kutz, Mike Basta, Ray Szczucki and Chris Williams. 
 

Call to Order:  Kevin Campbell called the meeting to order at 5:57 PM 
 

President – Kevin Campbell 

 Roles & Responsibilities: 

o Programs – Kevin 

o Valley Engineer – Al Gruenke 

o Scholarship – Al Dezubay 

o Student Chapters – Peter Staffeld 

o MATHCOUNTS Coordinator – Kevin Campbell 

o Membership – open 

  

Programs 

 January – Bosch Rexroth on January 29th at 5:30pm 

 February – Engineer’s Week Banquet on February 27th.  

o Need to determine EOY and YEOY. Nominations due January 31st.  

o Chapter should submit an article for LVBJ. 

o All were in agreement that the Chapter should place an ad in the LVBJ at approximate cost of 

$500.  

 March – Professional liability insurance PDH session. Date to be determined.  
 

MATHCOUNTS 

 Date is Feb 7th, to be held at Springhouse Middle School. Snow date Feb 8th. 

 Peter will run the Countdown Round. 

 Scoring room will be in the auxiliary gym. 

 Need to set up tables and chairs on morning of the event. Setup to begin at 7am. Chris will request 

volunteers to assist with this. 

 Judges from prior years are still on board. 

 Minuteman Press donating the programs. Dorney Park donating tickets. Nestle donated water. 

 Tote bag giveaway item. 

 Parking shouldn’t be a problem. Might need some signage. 
 

Valley Engineer & Scholarship Fundraising – Al Gruenke 

 Al will coordinate with Kevin for next VE issue. 

 Anticipating 11K in donations, need to follow up with some outstanding. 
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Treasurer – Ray Szczucki 

 Ray reviewed current account balances. 

 We should set up a debit card to use for online payments, including Chapter website fees. 

 Peter transferred $3,000 from Chapter PayPal account into checking. 

 We should change signatory list to include Al Gruenke and remove Peter Staffeld at some point in 

the future. 

 

State Director – Angelika Forndran 

 Board meeting coming up on Saturday, January 24th. Constitution changes to be voted on. One 

proposed change regarding electronic voting. 

 Peter mentioned the fiscal year change is taking place now with a six month FY. 

 Industrial exemption still being lobbied by state. Hasn’t been put up for a vote by legislature yet.  

 Mike will be installed as NE VP in place of Joe McCarthy. 

 State Conference on September 24-26th in Cranberry Twp. (north of Pittsburgh).  

 

Past President – Peter Staffeld   

 Brian Kutz had previously expressed interest regarding involvement. Hasn’t received any other 

requests from members interested in a position. 

 Peter to nominate the following candidates: 

o Past President – Kevin Campbell 

o President – Al Gruenke 

o Vice President – Brian Kutz 

o Secretary – Chris Williams 

o Treasurer – Ray Szczucki 

 Alternate state director position is vacant since Mike is moving to NE Regional VP. Mike won’t be 

able to vote on behalf of the Chapter as a regional VP. 

 All agreed we would designate someone to represent the Chapter as needed. 

 

Old Business/ New Business 

 Al Dezubay has been coordinating with local school districts to make sure applications are submitted 

for scholarships. Chapter website has been updated with past winners. 

 Al Gruenke is looking for more volunteers for the mentoring program through the DaVinci Science 

Center. He recently gave a presentation at Raub Middle School focused on getting kids interested in 

engineering. 

 

Adjournment at 7:12 PM on a motion by Kevin, seconded by Mike. All were in favor. 
 


